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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a lancet wheel comprising multiple
annularly positioned lancets (3), which have a lancet body
(36) that is made of metal and ends in a lancet tip (3a), and a
carrier (5), to which the lancets (3) are connected via radially
running webs (6), which allow raising of the lancets (3) into
the usage position. According to the invention, it is provided
that the lancets (3) are radially aligned, and the webs (6) have
a plastic body, which predefine an intended bending point,
around which the webs (6) are bent to raise the lancets (3).
Furthermore, the invention relates to a method for producing
a lancet wheel.
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1
LANCET WHEEL AND METHOD FOR
PRODUCING A LANCET WHEEL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/EP2009/003057, filed Apr. 28, 2009, which
claims the benefit of European Application No. 08008393 4,
filed May 3, 2008. The entire disclosure of International
Application No. PCT/EP2009/003057, filed Apr. 28, 2009, is
hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

The invention is directed to a lancet wheel having the
features specified in the preamble of claim 1, as is known
from EP 1 360 934 Al. Lancet wheels of this type are
required, for example, for lancing systems, which are used by
diabetics to obtain bodily fluid samples for determining the
glucose content.

The lancets of the lancet wheel known from EP 1 360 934
Al are connected to a carrier via webs fastened on both sides
to the lancet body and are oriented in the peripheral direction.
To raise the lancets into their usage position, the webs are
twisted. Before the raising, the lancets are in the plane of the
lancet wheel, so that the lancet tips are protected and the
lancet wheel may be handled well in particular upon insertion
into a lancing device.

This is an important advantage over the lancet wheels
known from WO 2005/118690, in which lancets are moved
within the plane of the lancet wheel for use by a toggle lever,
so that the danger exists that injury will occur on a lancet tip
during handling of such a lancet wheel.

The lancet wheel known from EP 1 360 934 Al contains
lancets in which an electrochemical sensor for measuring an
analyte concentration is integrated. The lancets have a lancet
body made of a substrate, on which a metal film is applied to
form an electrode surface. The lancet body carries a reaction
zone having detection chemicals, which is covered by a fur-
ther substrate plate, which is also metal plated to form the
second electrode surface. These lancets are embedded in plas-
tic bodies, which are each connected via two metal webs to
plastic rings of the lancet wheel.

However, alancing system having the lancet wheels known
from EP 1360 934 A1 has the disadvantage of relatively high
costs.

SUMMARY

The object of the invention is to show a way in which a
lancing system having lancet wheels according to the pre-
amble of claim 1 can be implemented more cost-effectively.

This object is achieved according to the invention by a
lancet wheel having the features specified in claim 1. Advan-
tageous refinements of the invention are the subject matter of
the subclaims. The object is also achieved by a method for
producing such a lancet wheel having the features specified in
claim 11.

Because of the radial alignment of the lancets using radi-
ally running webs, a lancet wheel according to the invention
can have an advantageously large number of lancets, which
contributes to lowering the costs of the lancing system,
because the costs per lancet may be reduced. In addition, only
a single web is required for each lancet, which simplifies the
production of the lancet wheel and also allows cost savings
because of a simpler geometry.
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Although a lancet wheel according to the invention can
have substantially more lancets than is possible in the case of
a lancet wheel known from EP 1 360 934 A1, the advantages
of a flat configuration in a starting position, from which the
lancets are raised for a puncture in a usage position, can be
maintained, in that the webs, via which the lancets are con-
nected to a carrier of the lancet wheel, are not twisted to align
the lancets, but rather bent, preferably buckled, and have an
intended bending point for this purpose.

The intended bending point can particularly advanta-
geously be implemented in that the webs of a lancet wheel
according to the invention are provided with a plastic body,
which has a joint and predefines the intended bending point in
this manner. For example, the plastic body can have a weak-
ened point, for example, in the form of a notch or perforation,
as the intended bending point, around which the webs are bent
to raise the lancets.

The webs of a lancet wheel according to the invention are
preferably bendable elastically around the intended bending
point, so that an aligned lancet passes back into a flat location
from the usage position after a puncture without external
force action. This flat location is preferably the starting posi-
tion of the lancet. However, it is also possible that a lancet
snaps from the usage position into a flat location, in which it
is oriented in reverse to the starting position. Because of the
elastic mobility of the webs, a lancet in a lancing device can
be brought into the usage position using a pivot unit, such as
a pin which presses the lancet out of the wheel plane, and
returns into a flat position itself as soon as the pivot unit no
longer acts thereon. The plastic bodies of the webs according
to the invention advantageously allow elastic properties
which allow a bend around a right angle to raise the lancets
and ensure a movement of the lancets into a flat location
without external force action after a puncture.

A lancet wheel according to the invention can be produced
cost-effectively in that a lancet wheel blank, which has annu-
larly positioned lancets having a lancet body ending in a tip,
are cut out of sheet metal and subsequently overmolded using
plastic. The cutting out of the lancet wheel blank can be
performed, for example, by laser cutting or punching, par-
ticularly advantageously by etching.

By the coating with plastic, plastic bodies which form the
webs connecting the lancets to a carrier may be implemented
cost-effectively and intended bending points for aligning the
lancets may be predefined. A plastic body of a carrier con-
nected to the webs can also be implemented. The plastic body
of'the carrier can merge into the plastic bodies of the lancets,
so that the plastic bodies of the webs and the plastic bodies of
the carrier are implemented integrally or in one piece.

A production method according to the invention advanta-
geously manages using few handling and work steps. A one-
piece lancet wheel blank may be cut out of sheet metal easily
and subsequently laid in an injection mold. For a lancet wheel
according to the invention, two parts are already sufficient per
se, namely the lancet wheel blank and a plastic body injected
around the lancet wheel blank, which can have webs having a
predefined intended bending point. In addition, the lancet tips
may advantageously be provided with a sterile protector with
little effort, for example, in that the lancet tips are coated with
injection molded foam.

The metal webs of the lancet wheel blank may be cut
through and/or removed after it is placed in an injection mold,
so that upon raising of the lancets, metal parts do not have to
be bent. The work step connected to cutting through the metal
webs may also be saved, however, in that the metal webs
originating from the lancet bodies are embedded in the plastic
bodies of the webs and extend through the intended bending
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point. The plastic body is preferably wider at the intended
bending point than the metal web, it is particularly preferably
atleast twice as wide, in particular at least three times as wide.
In this manner, the force application required for aligning a
lancet is only insignificantly increased by the metal web.

An advantageous refinement of the invention provides that
the carrier has a ring, which encloses the lancets. In this
manner, the lancets may be protected from unintended con-
tact during the handling of the lancet wheel. In addition, a
lancet wheel can be grasped well on such a ring. The ring can
be implemented without additional effort during the extru-
sion coating of the lancet wheel blank using plastic.

The carrier preferably forms a stop on one side ofthe lancet
wheel, which only permits raising of the lancets in one direc-
tion. The stop can be implemented as a ring disk, for example.
As a buckling guard, such a stop reduces the danger of dam-
age of the lancet wheel or injury during the handling by
unintentional bending of a web, because the lancets may be
raised in only one direction due to the stop, namely away from
the stop. In their starting position before the raising into the
usage position, the lancets may rest on the stop or be posi-
tioned at a distance therefrom.

A further advantageous refinement of the invention pro-
vides that the lancet wheel has a hole in its center, using which
it can be plugged onto a shaft of a lancing device, for example.

A further advantageous refinement of the invention pro-
vides that the lancet tips are enclosed by a sterile protector.
The sterile protector can be injection molded around the
lancet tips, for example, e.g. as foam. A sterile protector of
this type is stripped off from the lancet tip on its own during
a lancet puncture. A sterile protector may also be formed by
film, for example, in that the lancet wheel blank is covered
using film on both sides at least in the area of the lancet tips.
By subsequent coating of the lancet wheel blank by injection
molding of plastic, the sterile protective film may be fastened
without additional effort. Upon raising of a lancet, the sterile
protective film is pierced through in the area of the relevant
lancet.

A further advantageous refinement of the invention pro-
vides that the lancet wheel has a handle, which extends per-
pendicularly to a wheel plane in which the lancets lie. Such a
handle makes it easier to put the lancet wheel into a lancing
device. The handle can be connected via an intended break-
point to the lancet wheel. It is also possible to implement the
handle separately and to connect it as needed to the actual
lancet wheel, for example, in that the handle is plugged into a
central hole.

A lancet wheel blank, which is cut out of metal to produce
a lancet wheel according to the invention, having multiple
annularly positioned lancets, which are radially aligned and
have a lancet body ending in a lancet tip, and a carrier, to
which the lancets are connected via radially running webs,
which allow raising of the lancets into a usage position, can in
principle also be used as a lancet wheel without injection
molded plastic coating. Intended bending points may be pre-
defined on the webs in such a case, for example, by punching
through or another weakening of the web.

The lancet tips are preferably directed radially outward in
a lancet wheel according to the invention. In this manner, the
webs may originate radially from a common center, which
allows advantageous simple manufacturing.

In a lancet wheel according to the invention, the plastic
body, as the carrier body of the lancets, can advantageously
form a lancet magazine, which allows simple handling and
provides a coupling element for coupling on an advance unit
of a lancing device. Therefore, by overmolding of a metal
lancet wheel blank with plastic, a carrier body is preferably

25

30

35

40

45

55

4

produced, which implements a coupling element for coupling
on an advance unit of a lancing device, using which the
lancets of the lancet wheel may be moved one after another
into their usage position. In the simplest case, the coupling
element can be an opening, for example, into which a shaft of
an advance unit can be plugged. A lancet magazine formed by
the plastic body can advantageously additionally cause pro-
tection of the lancets, for example, in that the carrier body has
a ring which encloses the lancets.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further details and advantages of the invention are
explained on the basis of exemplary embodiments with ref-
erence to the appended drawings. Identical parts and parts
corresponding to one another are identified by corresponding
reference numerals. In the figures:

FIG. 1: shows an exemplary embodiment of a lancet wheel
according to the invention;

FIG. 2: shows the metal parts of the lancet wheel shown in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3: shows an exemplary embodiment of a lancing
system having the illustrated lancet wheel; and

FIG. 4: shows the lancet wheel shown in FIG. 1 having a
handle for insertion into a lancing device.

DESCRIPTION OF SELECTED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a lancet wheel 1, which was produced by
insert molding the lancet wheel blank 2 shown in FIG. 2 with
plastic. The lancet wheel 1 and/or the lancet wheel blank 2
comprise multiple annularly positioned lancets 3, which have
a lancet body 35 made of metal ending in a lancet tip 3a. The
lancet tips 3a are enclosed by a sterile protector 4, which is
made of foam, for example, in the lancet wheel shown in FI1G.
1, and are therefore not visible.

The lancet wheel 1 comprises a carrier 5, implemented as a
frame, which carries the lancets 3. The lancets 3 are con-
nected to the carrier 5 via webs 6, which allow raising of the
lancets 3 into a usage position. The lancets 3 perform a pivot
movement during the raising. A lancet 3 is shown in its raised
usage position as an example in FIG. 1.

The webs 6 have a plastic body, which has an intended
bending point, around which the webs are bent to raise the
lancets. In the illustrated embodiment, the intended bending
point is predefined by a notch in the plastic body. The plastic
bodies of the webs 6 merge into the plastic body of the carrier
5. The plastic bodies of the webs 6 and the plastic body of the
carrier 5 are produced as a one-piece injection-molded part
during the coating of the lancet blank 2.

Metal webs 7, which originate from the lancet bodies 35, of
the lancet wheel blank 2 shown in FIG. 2 are embedded in the
plastic bodies ofthe webs 6. The plastic body is wider than the
metal webs 7 at the intended bending point, preferably at least
twice as wide, in particular at least three times as wide, in the
illustrated embodiment more than five times as wide. In this
manner, the force required for raising the lancets 3 and thus
for buckling the webs 6 is only insignificantly increased by
the metal web 7.

The lancet tips 3a, which are directed radially outward, are
enclosed by a ring 5a of the carrier 5 and protected in this
manner from unintentional contact during the handling of'the
lancet wheel 1. The carrier 5 additionally has a stop 55 in the
form of a ring disk, which permits raising of the lancets 3 in
only one direction, namely away from the ring disk 55. In this
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manner, the danger of damage to the lancet wheel 2 or an
injury during the handling by unintentional bending of a web
6 is reduced.

In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, a further part of
the carrier 5 is formed by a metal disk 5¢ of the lancet wheel
blank 2, from which the metal web 7 originates. The metal
disk 5¢, a ring disk in the illustrated exemplary embodiment,
is embedded in the plastic body of the carrier 5 by insert
molding.

The plastic carrier body 5 of the lancet wheel 1 implements
a lancet magazine in the illustrated exemplary embodiment,
which makes it easier to handle the lancets and provides a
coupling element for coupling to an advance unit of a lancing
device, using which the lancets 3 of the lancet wheel 1 may be
moved one after another into their usage position. The cou-
pling element can be provided as a hole 8 for plugging onto a
shaft of a lancing device, for example. The hole 8 can be
positioned as a pocket hole or as a through hole in the carrier
5.

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment of a lancing device 10, which
forms a lancing system together with a lancet wheel 1. The
lancing device 10 comprises a housing 11 having a housing
cap 12, which is removable for replacement of a lancet wheel
1. A housing opening 13, against which a body part can be
pressed to produce a puncture wound, is positioned in the
housing cap 12.

The lancet wheel 1 is plugged on a shaft 14 in the lancing
device 10, using which the lancets 3 may be positioned for
usage one after another by rotating the lancet wheel 1. The
lancets 3 are raised into the usage position using a pivot unit
15, which is implemented in the illustrated embodiment as a
slide movable in the puncture direction. If the slide 15 is
displaced in the puncture direction, it encounters a lancet 3
positioned under the opening 13, so that it is raised into the
usage position, in which its lancet tip 3a points toward the
housing opening 13. Upon raising of the lancet 3, the webs 6
buckles at the intended bending point defined by the notch.

During a puncture, the lancing drive 16 of the illustrated
lancing device 10 moves the entire lancet wheel 1 in the
puncture direction. The force for this purpose is supplied by a
drive spring 17, such as a coiled spring, which acts on a link
controller via a rotor. The drive spring is tensioned using a
tensioning disk, in that it is rotated by 180°. The lancet wheel
is automatically incremented by one lancet 3 via a gearing,
i.e., by 18° in the illustrated exemplary embodiment, because
the lancet wheel 1 has twenty lancets 3.

The sterile protector 4 can remain on the lancet 3 during a
puncture movement or can be removed beforehand. By pro-
viding the sterile protector 4 as foam, it is compressed when
the lancet 3 hits a body part pressed against the housing
opening 13 and therefore only insignificantly hinders the
lancet movement.

As soon as a lancet 3 is no longer held by the slide 15 in its
raised position, it snaps back into a flat location.

In order to make the insertion of the lancet wheel 1 into the
lancing device 10 easier, the lancet wheel 1 can be provided
with a removable handle 20, as shown in FIG. 11. A used
lancet wheel 1 can be ejected from the lancing device 10 using
an ejector by button pressing after the removal of the housing
cap 12.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 lancet wheel

2 lancet wheel blank
3 lancets

3a lancet tip
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354 lancet body

4 sterile protector
5 carrier

5a ring

5b stop

5c¢ metal disk

6 web

7 metal web

8 hole

10 lancing device
11 housing

12 housing cap
13 housing opening
14 shaft

15 pivot unit

16 lancing drive
17 drive spring
20 handle

The invention claimed is:

1. A lancet wheel comprising:

multiple annularly positioned lancets, which have a lancet
body that is made of metal and ends in a lancet tip;

a carrier, to which the lancets are connected via radially
running webs, which allow raising of the lancets into a
usage position;

characterized in that the lancets are radially aligned and the
webs have a plastic body, which predefines an intended
bending point, around which the webs are bent to raise
the lancets;

wherein the lancet tip extends transverse to the lancet
wheel when the lancet is bent at the bending point to the
usage position, and

wherein the lancet tip extends radially away from the car-
rier within a plane of the carrier prior to being bent to the
usage position.

2. The lancet wheel according to claim 1, characterized in
that the intended bending point is implemented as a notch in
the plastic body.

3. The lancet wheel according to claim 1, characterized in
that a metal web originating from the lancet body is embed-
ded in the plastic body.

4. The lancet wheel according to claim 3, characterized in
that the metal web extends through the intended bending
point.

5. The lancet wheel according to claim 4, characterized in
that the plastic body is wider at the intended bending point on
the metal web.

6. The lancet wheel according to claim 3, characterized in
that the carrier has a metal disk, to which the metal webs
originating from the lancets lead.

7. The lancet wheel according to claim 1, characterized in
that the carrier has a plastic body, which merges into the
plastic bodies of the webs.

8. The lancet wheel according to claim 1, characterized in
that the carrier has a ring, which encloses the lancets.

9. The lancet wheel according to claim 1, characterized in
that the webs are elastically bendable around the intended
bending point, so that a raised lancet passes into a flat location
from the usage position without external force action.

10. The lancet wheel according to claim 1, characterized in
that the carrier has a stop on one side of the lancet wheel,
which only permits raising of the lancets in one direction.

11. The lancet wheel according to claim 5, wherein the
plastic body is at least twice as wide at the intended bending
point on the metal web.
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12. The lancet wheel according to claim 5, wherein the
plastic body is at least three times as wide at the intended
bending point on the metal web.

13. A new lancet wheel comprising:

multiple annularly positioned lancets, which have a lancet
body that is made of metal and ends in a lancet tip;

a carrier, to which the lancets are connected via radially
running webs, which allow raising of the lancets from a
starting position into a usage position;

wherein the lancets are radially aligned and the webs have
a plastic body, which predifines an intended bending
point, around which the webs are bent to raise the lan-
cets;

wherein the lancet tip extends radially within a plane of the
carrier when at the starting position; and

wherein the lancet tip extends out of the plane of the carrier
when at the usage position.

14. A lancet wheel, comprising:

a carrier defining a plane;
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a plurality of lancets having a lancet body that ends at a
lancet tip, the lancet body being made of metal;

a plurality of webs connecting the lancets to the carrier, the
webs running in a radial direction relative to the carrier,
the webs being aligned in the radial direction with the
lancets, the webs having a plastic body made plastic, the
plastic body having a bending point;

wherein the webs are configured to bend at the bending
point to move the lancet tip between a flat configuration
and a usage position;

wherein the lancet tip at the flat configuration extends in the
radial direction within the plane of the carrier; and

wherein the lancet tip at the usage position is raised out of
the plane of the carrier.

15. The lancet wheel of claim 14, wherein the bending

point is bent at right angles to usage point.

16. The lancet wheel of claim 14, wherein the bending

point includes a notch defined in the plastic body.

#* #* #* #* #*
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